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tegration and death. This is no new discovery, no
recently invented theory of ours, but an ascertained
truth of political science as taught in Europe by:
Europeans to Europeans. It is there laid down that
foreign rule is inorganic and therefore tends to dis-
integrate the subject body politic by destroying its
proper organs and centres of life. If a subject nation
is ever to recover and survive, it can only be by
reversing the process and establishing its own organic
centres of life and strength. We in India had our own
instruments of life and growth; we had the self-
dependent village; we had the Zamindar as the link
between the village units and the central governing
body and the central governing body itself was one
in which the heart of the nation beat. All these have
been, either destroyed or crippled by the intrusion of
foreign organism. If we are to survive as a nation
we must restore the centres of strength which are
natural and necessary to our growth, and the first
of these, the basis of all the rest, the old foundation
of Indian life and secret of Indian vitality was the
self-dependent and self-sufficient village organism. B
we are to organise Swaraj we must base it on the
village. But we must at the same time take care tc
avoid the mistake which did much in the past tc
retard our national growth. The village must not k
our new national life be isolated as well as self-sufficieiit
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